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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG, MNUC, TECH, US, AU 

SUBJECT: NUCLEAR SAFETY AND WASTE DISPOSAL, KOSYGIN- 
KEISKY DISCUSSION 

REF: VIENNA 1876 

1 . WE FIND REPORT OF DISCUSSION EXTREMELY INTERESTING AND 
SHARE VIEW THAT KOSYGIN STATEMENT ON SOVIET DIFFICULTIES 
WITH SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL AND WASTE ACCURATELY REFLECTS 
INFORMED SOVIET THINKING. 

2. DURING VISITS TO YEREVAN, NOVOVORONEZH, AND LENINGRAD 
NUCLEAR POWER STATIONS LAST MONTH EMBOFFS HAD OPPORTUNITY 
TO DISCUSS SOVIET NUCLEAR WASTE DISPOSAL PROCEDURES. AT 
ALL THREE STATIONS - BOTH SOLID AND LIQUID RADIOACTIVE 
WASTE ARE DUMPED INTO CONCRETE LINED POOLS SITED NEAR THE 
STATIONS AND SIMPLY ALLOWED TO ACCUMULATE. AN ENGINEER 
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AT THE LENINGRAD STATION COMMENTED THAT DURING FOUR YEARS 
OPERATION HALF OF STORAGE CAPACITY HAS BEEN USED. AS FAR 
AS FUTURE PLANS ARE CONCERNED, THE STATION ENGINEER 
STATED WASTES MUST SOMEHOW BE CONCENTRATED AND POSSIBLY 
SOLIDIFIED WITH PITCH. REMARKS BY STATION OPERATING 
PERSONNEL AT OTHER PLANTS TEND TO REINFORCE THE VIEW THAT 
THE SOVIETS DO NOT HAVE ANY CLEAR IDEA NOW ON PERMANENT 
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SAFE STORAGE. 

3. HOWEVER, THIS IS NOT THE POSTURE THE SOVIETS PRESENT 
FOR DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION. THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF 
ARTICLES OVER THE PAST YEAR, INCLUDING ONE BY DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF HEALTH BURNAZYAN (PRAVDA JUNE 30, 1977) 

WHICH PURPORT THAT DANGER FROM RADIOACTIVITY IS HIGHER AT 
COAL-FIRED STATIONS THAN ATOMIC POWER STATIONS. WHEN 
ASKED TO COMMENT ON SUCH REPORTS, VORONIN, CHIEF ENGINEER, 
DIRECTOR FOR ATOMIC STATIONS, MINISTRY OF POWER AND 
ELECTRIFICATION, NOTED TO SCICOUNS THAT REPORTS CAREFULLY 
DISCUSSED ONLY DANGER FROM RADIOACTIVITY WASTES BEING 
EJECTED INTO THE AIR. HE STATED THAT SOVIET CALCULATIONS 
OF RADIOACTIVE EXPOSURE WHEN ALL ASPECTS OF THE NUCLEAR 
FUEL CYCLE ARE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT, ARE SEVERAL TIMES 
GREATER THAN THAT REPORTED IN THE SOVIET PRESS. 

4. VORONIN ALSO CONFIRMED THAT SOVIETS ARE PUMPING 
NUCLEAR LIQUID WASTE INTO SANDSTONE LAYERS BETWEEN 400 
AND 700 METERS BELOW THE SURFACE. HE INDICATED 

ONE DISPOSAL SITE IS NEAR DMITROVGRAD. HOWEVER, THIS 
MAY BE ONLY AN EXPERIMENTAL PROGRAM, SINCE NO WASTES OF 
WHICH WE KNOW FROM OPERATING POWER STATIONS HAVE BEEN 
DISPOSED OF IN THIS MANNER. TOON 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WASTE DISPOSAL, NUCLEAR SAFETY, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MOSCOW00008 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DG ALTERED 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 02-0251 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978031 03/aaaadjde.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 982df8b7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION OES 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 VIENNA 1876 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3107415 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NUCLEAR SAFETY AND WASTE DISPOSAL, KOSYGIN- KEISKY DISCUSSION 
TAGS: ENRG, MNUC, TECH, US, AU 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/982df8b7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



